
How do I revise for History exams?



Know what type of questions are 

being asked

1. Describe…. [2 marks]

2. Outline….. [5 marks]

3. Explain….[10 marks]

4. [Statement]. How far do you agree with this statement? [18 marks]

5. What is the message of the source/why was the source published? How is the source useful [5 
marks]

6. How far do the sources convince you that…… [25 marks]

7. How far is this a fair comment on the causes of the Cold War/the policy of Appeasment? [25 
marks]

8. Explain why not all historians agree with this comment. [20 + 5 marks]



Describe… [2 marks]

1. Describe an example of intolerance in America in the 1920s

2. Describe a cause of the England Civil War

3. Describe a feature of the Depression in the 1920s

Make sure you have made a point and added a key piece of detail or an example



Outline… [5 marks]

1. Outline the events of The Peasants’ Revolt

2. Outline the actions of Hitler between 1933 – 1938

3. Outline the events of the Vietnam War

4. Outline the aims of George Clemenceau

5. Outline the conditions of Enslaved People during the Middle Passage

Make sure you have come up with 3 key words AND add some detail/an example or a key word/phrase

They must be in chronological order

If you are outlining an event, try to think of it as the beginning, the middle, the end



Explain why….[10 marks]

1. Explain the causes of the 100 Years’ War

2. Explain the impact of the Reformation

3. Explain the causes of the Economic Boom

• FOCUS: The students should start every paragraph by using key words of the question (KWQ) and introducing the 
topic for that paragraph. 

• EXPLAIN: The students should then explain whatever point they have made in their opening sentence. 

• CONTEXT: Students should then give a piece of evidence/and example of what they have just explained

• RECAP: Students should always finish their final sentence by linking back to the original question. 

You should write at least 2 or 3 paragraphs



ANY source question [5 marks]

1. What is the message?

2. What was it published?

3. How is it useful?

Make a comment about the source using Key Words of the Question. 

Then bring in some evidence or content from the source that supports the point you’ve just made.

Then bring in clear contextual knowledge (eg things that you know that help you understand the 
source). Then make a comment about the author, date, type of source it is.



STATEMENT. HOW far do you agree? 

[18 marks]

1. William the Conqueror won the Battle of Hastings because he had the best army. How far do you 
agree?

2. The main turning point in World War Two was Operation Barbarossa. How far do you agree?

3. The development of the assembly line was the main cause of the Wall Street Crash. How far do you 
agree?

• FOCUS:  The students should start every paragraph by using key words of the question (KWQ) and introducing the 
topic for that paragraph

• EXPLAIN: The students should then explain whatever point they have made in their opening sentence

• CONTEXT: Students should then give a piece of evidence/and example of what they have just explained. 

• RECAP: Students should always finish their final sentence by linking back to the original question and comparing to 
the factor in the question



Timelines 

Create timelines to understand the events of a topic.

Use colour to help to commit it to memory

Include key words and details within it



Knowledge organisers

This needs to be as colourful and creative as 
possible. It should contain a mixture of key 

words and key dates to remember. It can 
include grids/mind maps – anything you like!



Cue cards

Cue cards are a great way to organise knowledge. Just remember to 
not just copy information out but select it carefully. Read a page 
and then try to summarise it 



Give yourself 

manageable 

tasks

Don’t try to revise everything all at once – you 
won’t! Give yourself small tasks to complete. 
This will motivate you to complete the bigger 
tasks and ensure that you are on track



Create a 

do to list 

and 

organise 

yourself

Once you have written down every 
topic you plan to revise the break 
them into the 4 key pile opposite. 
This will help you do the most 
urgent and important tasks first



Documentaries and podcasts

These are a great way to revise and entertain you at the same time. There are some documentaries on the 
VLE or you can visit You Tube or Netflix.



Some 

good 

habits
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