Year 9 Recommended Reading List
Aim to read at least one of the following books this summer. You should discuss the list with your parents, and decide which title most appeals to you. Most books are available from the school library or your local library. 

	INVESTIGATE

	Tom R Smith
	Child 44
	Simply stunning Cold War thriller set in Stalinist Russia, a KGB agent tries to solve the murders of 44 children. Now a trilogy.

	Robert Ludlow
	Bourne Series
	Classic, long-running spy thriller sequence.

	Jonathan Maberry
	Joe Ledger Trilogy
	Joe Ledger works for the US Government. These great thrillers deal with various terrorist attacks.

	Alex Scarrow
	Under the Eagle Series
	Long series of adventure novels set in Ancient Rome.

	GROW

	Alexie Sherman
	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
	Really funny tale of a half-native-American-Indian boy trying to integrate into an American high school.

	Craig Silvey
	Jasper Jones
	Brilliant, 1960s set, Australian novel about a teenager growing up in a small town. Fantastic, funny, wise and original. 

	LOOK BACK

	Anne Cassidy
	Looking for JJ
	JJ is released from prison, 10 years after killing a friend, and tries to live with her new identity. Truly amazing teenage thriller. 

	J. Vance Marshall
	Walkabout
	Two lost British children try to survive the harsh landscape of Australia, aided by an Aboriginal boy on ‘walkabout’.

	Edgar Rice Burroughs
	Tarzan of the Apes
	It’s time for a Tarzan revival! A baby boy is left stranded in the African jungle after his parents die and is raised by apes.

	Ian Fleming
	Casino Royale
	Discover Bond in the first of the classic thriller/spy novels.

	Mary Shelley
	Frankenstein
	The fable of the scientist who creates a man monster, only to see it inflict murder on the human race.

	IMAGINE

	Peter Brett
	Painted Man & The Desert Spear
	Totally brilliant tales of a world haunted by demons until a boy finds a way to fight the darkness. Brutal, brilliant and scary as hell.

	David Eddings
	Belgariad Series
	Wonderful series of 5 books about a farmer boy who is prophesised to become a powerful leader and warrior.

	Lian Hearn
	Across the Nightingale Floor
	Absolutely tremendous novel about the search for a boy with special powers, after his family have been killed by an evil warlord.

	Brent Weeks
	Night Angel Trilogy
	Pug is apprenticed to the city’s top assassin in the beginning of this complex fantasy saga. 

	FEAR

	S R Brennan
	Demon’s Lexicon Trilogy
	Alan has been marked by a demon’s sign of death by a magician who cursed his mother. Brilliant, dark, fantasy horror.

	Daniel Kraus
	Rotters
	Joey’s father is a master grave robber, and the teen’s induction into that underworld society is scored by madness and mayhem.

	Jonathan Maberry
	Rot & Ruin
	In a zombie infested world, two brothers hunt zombies, but not for the reasons you may think…

	Alex Bedford
	Flip 
	Tom wakes up one morning and discovers he is in another body, someone called Philip. Great pyshcological, twisty thriller. 

	Jim Carrington
	In the Bag
	Two teenage boys’ lives spiral out of control after they find £20,000 and decide to keep it. A dark, nasty and suspenseful thriller.

	Peter Cocks
	Long Reach
	In this gritty South London thriller a teenager begins to investigate the murder of his elder brother. Violent, aggressive and fresh.

	Ally Kennan
	Quarry
	Excellent page-turner about a boy who receives anonymous texts challenging him to bizarre dares which become increasingly dodgy. 

	LAUGH

	Anthony McGowan
	Henry Tumour
	Original look at how a boy copes with having a brain tumour. It develops a personality of its own and fights to take control of his body. Engaging, moving, rude and above all funny. 

	Ned Vizzini
	Be More Chill
	New brain-nano-technology allows geeky Jeremy to become the coolest dude in school in this rude and hilarious book.

	Marcus Zusak
	I Am The Messenger
	Ed stops a bank robbery then starts to receive playing cards in the mail, telling him to carry out certain duties. Both brilliant and original. 

	SURVIVE

	Paul Dowswell
	Auslander
	A hugely impressive thriller set during World War 2. 

	Erich Maaria Remarque
	All Quiet on the Western Front
	World War One and trench warfare, as seen through the eyes of an anonymous German soldier. A 20th Century classic. 

	Anna Perera
	Guantanamo Boy
	A 15 year old British boy on holiday in Pakistan is abducted and taken to the Guantanamo Bay detention centre. 


