Year 7 Recommended Reading List
Aim to read at least one of the following books this summer. You should discuss the list with your parents, and decide which title most appeals to you. Most of the books are available from the school library or your local library. 

	INVESTIGATE

	Stephen Cole
	The Aztec Code
	Exciting thriller about an elite team of thieves who steal valuable historical artefacts.

	Francis Hardinge
	Gullstruck Island
	Fantastic, rip-roaring adventure set in a remote part of Ireland that, in the future, is independent. 

	Jake Highfield
	Chaos Unleashed
	Jake, schoolboy operative, is expelled from the academy who trained him 

	Charlie Higson
	Silverfin (Young Bond Series)
	Superb novels about the school life of James Bond when he was still at school.

	Andrew Klaven
	The Last Thing I Remember (series)
	Super fast series, billed as ‘Bourne Identity for Kids’, Charlie loses a year of his memory and finds he has been convicted for murder.

	Gary Paulsen
	Hatchet (series)
	Thrilling adventure about the survival of a 12 year old boy after a plane crash.

	Chris Ryan
	Code Red (series)
	Each book deals with a different environment disaster, including flooding, wildfires, plague and tornadoes. Flash Flood is book one. 

	Eleanor Updale
	Montmorency Series
	Super-exciting crime thriller series set in Victorian London. 

	GROW 

	Gregory Hughes
	Unhooking the Moon
	Great coming-of-age novel as two children travel from Canada to New York, looking for a long-lost relative. Brave, funny and original.

	Guus Kuijer
	Book of Everything
	Thomas sees things and struggles living with his strict and harsh father. The ‘Witch’ next door begins to open his eyes in this dreamy book. 

	LOOK BACK

	Charles Dickens
	Oliver Twist
	Classic story of the orphan boy, life in crime and his quest to escape it all.

	Conan Doyle
	Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
	This is a great introduction to detective stories. Many of the best Holmes stories are in this collection. 

	H Rider Haggard
	King Solomon’s Mines
	An exciting yarn about an explorer who was the inspiration for the Indiana Jones films.

	Jack Shaefer
	Shane
	Definitive western novel of the drifter coming to town. This classic novel is seen through the eyes of a little boy and is a great introduction to a forgotten genre. 

	Mark Twain
	Adventures of Tom Sawyer & Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	Adventure, freedom and excitement are in abundance in these two novels set in he American deep south during the Great Depression. 

	IMAGINE

	Eoin Colfer
	Artemis Fowl 
	Find out what happens when a 12 year old criminal mastermind kidnaps a fairy.

	Charlie Fletcher
	Stone Heart Trilogy
	The great statues of London spring to life in this epic fantasy!

	Cliff McNish
	Doomspell Trilogy
	Powerful fantasy series about children snatched from our world to satisfy the evil of a witch from a different dimension.

	James Patterson
	Maximum Ride Series
	Stunning series about a group of teenagers generically engineered to be 1% bird.

	William Nicholson
	Wind on Fire Trilogy
	Breathtaking series about a society governed by exams. But what happens when you rebel? Read to find out.

	Rick Riordan
	Percy Jackson Series
	Entertaining series in which a teenage boy living in modern day America finds out he is the son of a God.

	FEAR

	Alan Gibbons
	Scared to Death (series)
	Be prepared to be scared to death, in this clever and well-plotted tension builder.

	EE Richardson
	The Intruders
	Suspends and fear in this terrifying haunted house novel.

	Justin Stomper
	Vampirates (series)
	Blood-thirsty, horror novels set on the high seas.

	Malorie Blackman
	Stuff of Nightmares
	Frightening and scary novel which centers on the small, irrational fears that affect us all.

	Jon Mayhew
	Mortlock
	Really creepy horror novel set in the Victorian era. Has ghouls, zombies and a really twisted, original plot.

	Jeremy de Quidt
	The Toymaker
	A demonic toymaker takes the hearts from animals and uses them to give life to robotic creatures in this dark fairytale.

	Neil Gaiman
	Graveyard Book
	Horror/fantasy take on the Jungle book from the writer of ‘Coraline’. A toddler whose family is murdered is raised by the dead in a graveyard.

	LAUGH
	
	

	M E Allen
	The Bish Bash Bosh
	A group of teenage boys discover a lotion which makes them irresistible to girls. Hilarious chaos follows!

	Terence Blacker
	Missing, Believed Crazy
	Funny tale of five rich kids who fake the kidnapping of a TV star’s child (for charity) and it all goes horribly wrong!

	Jimmy Docherty
	Ice Cream Con
	Fast and funny story of a boy who cons a group of bullies into believing a new gang are in town.

	E F Smith
	When Mum Threw Out the Telly
	Telly-addict Jeff’s life is turned upside down when his mum throws out the TV. But his new life is only just beginning. 

	Anthony McGowan
	Hell Bent
	Hilarious tale of a teenager sent to hell for a misdemeanour. 

	Malorie Blackman
	Pig Hearted Boy
	Your heart transplant is with a pig! Find out what difference it makes in this gripping read.

	Ann Halam
	Taylor 5
	Fascinating novel about human cloning.

	Ben Horton
	Monster Republic
	Science fiction retelling of Frankenstein. A group of children are made into soldier monsters.

	James Patterson
	Dangerous Days of Daniel X (series)
	Daniel is an Alien Hunter, bent for revenge on those behind murdering his parents. 

	John Christopher
	Tripods Series
	Classic series in which giant robots take over the Earth. 

	PLAY
	
	

	Neil Arksey
	Playing on the Edge
	Great futuristic thriller where football has achieved global domination.

	Theresa Breslin
	Divided City
	Tough Scottish novel which tackles the religious divide in Glasgow through a look at football.

	Ben Bo
	Scullcrack
	High energy novel about skateboarding.

	Peter Hayden
	And Smith Must Score
	Funny modern take on the football story, with many great characters and enjoyable action sequences.

	SURVIVE

	Andy Mcnab
	Boy Soldier
	McNab draws on his own vast experience to write this exciting, part-biographical account of his younger days in the SAS. 

	Cathy Kaser
	Underground Reporters
	True story of how a group of Czech children started their own newspaper whilst being occupied by the Germans in WW2. 

	Michael Morpurgo
	War Horse
	Thought provoking novel of the life of a horse and his thoughts during his numerous battles under different masters. 


