
Exam Board: AQA                                 Specification: English Literature A (7712) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

YEAR 12 Course Overview and Induction Task 

TERM 1 
Texts in Shared Contexts 

Literature from 1945 – present day 

TERM 2 
Texts in Shared Contexts 

Literature from 1945 – present day 

TERM 3 
Love Through The Ages 

Pre 
1900 
Love  

Poetry 

Unseen  
Prose 

Coursework: 
x2 texts 
(x1 text  

pre 1900) 
 

 

Unseen  
Poetry 

Coursework: 
x2 texts 
(x1 text  

pre 1900) 
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YEAR 13 
TERM 1 

Love Through The Ages 

Pre 1900 
Love  

Poetry 
 

Unseen  
Prose 

Unseen  
Poetry 

TERM 2 
Texts in Shared Contexts 

Literature from 1945 – present day 

Unseen 
Prose 

Extracts 
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PAPER 1 
Love Through The Ages 

3 hours 

Q1: Othello 
Q2: Unseen Poetry 
Q3: The Great Gatsby & Pre 1900 Love Poetry 

Pre 
1900 
Love  

Poetry 

THE EXAM 
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PAPER 2B 
Texts in Shared Contexts 

Literature from 1945 – present day 
2 hours 30 minutes 

Q1: Skirrid Hill 
Q2: Unseen Prose 
Q3: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof & The Help 
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English Literature Induction Task 
The first texts you will read on your A-level English Literature course are: 

1. Skirrid Hill by Owen Sheers (poetry) 
2. Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams (drama) 

 
In order to prepare yourself to study these texts and writers, please complete the tasks below for 

each text and bring your notes with you to your first lessons.  
 

 
Skirrid Hill by Owen Sheers 

1. Listen to this interview with Owen Sheers and make notes on what 
has inspired and influenced his poetry 
(https://poetryarchive.org/interviews/interview-owen-sheers/) 

2. Read the poems below which have been taken from his first collection 
of poetry ‘The Blue Book’. What more do you learn about Sheers from 
reading these poems? How would you define his poetic style? What 
themes and ideas does his poetry explore? Do the poems remind you 
of any other poets you have read? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://poetryarchive.org/interviews/interview-owen-sheers/
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Wider Reading 
• If you would like to explore Owen Sheers further, the following texts will complement your 

study of Skirrid Hill. 
 

Skirrid Hill – Owen Sheers 
The Blue Book  Owen Sheers 

Poems on a range of themes, from recollections of time spent in Fiji, to 
sharper memories of an adolescence spent in the tough streets of a small, 
rural town; from dark ruminations on farm life to tender and 
unconventional love poems. 

Pink Mist Owen Sheers 
A work of great dramatic power, documentary integrity and emotional 
intensity, Pink Mist uses everyday yet heightened speech to excavate the 
human cost of modern warfare. Drawing upon interviews with soldiers 
and their families, as well as ancient texts such as the medieval Welsh 
poem Y Gododdin, it is the first extended lyric narrative to emerge from the 
devastating conflict in Afghanistan. 

The Four Quartets  T. S. Eliot 
Four Quartets is the culminating achievement of T.S. Eliot's career as a 
poet. While containing some of the most musical and unforgettable 
passages in twentieth-century poetry, its four parts, 'Burnt Norton', 'East 
Coker', 'The Dry Salvages' and 'Little Gidding', present a rigorous 
meditation on the spiritual, philosophical and personal themes which 
preoccupied the author. It was the way in which a private voice was heard 
to speak for the concerns of an entire generation, in the midst of war and 
doubt, that confirmed it as an enduring masterpiece. 

A Poet’s Guide to Britain Owen Sheers 
Under the headings of six varieties of British landscape - London and 
Cities, Villages and Towns, Mountains and Moorland, Islands, Woods and 
Forest, and Coast and Sea - Sheers has collected poems that evoke qualities 
of the land, city and sea and have become part of the way we see these 
landscapes. 
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Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
by Tennessee Williams 

 
1. Read this article on Tennessee Williams 

(https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2014/oct/29/tennessee-
williams-mad-pilgrimage-of-the-flesh-john-lahr-review) and make 
notes on what you learn about Williams’ upbringing, his influences 
and his dramatic style. 

2. Read the following extracts from three of Williams’ plays. Make notes 
on anything that strikes you about the extracts. Consider the subject 
matter, characters, stage directions and language. What sort of 
playwright does Williams seem to be? What themes and ideas do his 
plays explore?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2014/oct/29/tennessee-williams-mad-pilgrimage-of-the-flesh-john-lahr-review
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2014/oct/29/tennessee-williams-mad-pilgrimage-of-the-flesh-john-lahr-review
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Wider Reading 
• If you would like to explore Tennessee Williams further, the following texts will complement 

your study of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof – Tennessee Williams 
A Streetcar Named Desire  Tennessee Williams 

Fading southern belle Blanche DuBois is adrift in the modern world. When 
she arrives to stay with her sister Stella in a crowded, boisterous corner of 
New Orleans, her delusions of grandeur bring her into conflict with Stella's 
crude, brutish husband Stanley Kowalski.  

The Glass Menagerie  Tennessee Williams 
Abandoned by her husband, Amanda Wingfield comforts herself with 
recollections of her earlier, more gracious life in Blue Mountain when she 
was pursued by 'gentleman callers'. Her son Tom, a poet with a job in a 
warehouse, longs for adventure and escape from his mother's suffocating 
embrace, while Laura, her shy crippled daughter, has her glass menagerie 
and her memories. 

Death of Salesman  Arthur Miller 
Willy Loman is on his last legs. Failing at his job, dismayed at his the 
failure of his sons, Biff and Happy, to live up to his expectations, and 
tortured by his jealousy at the success and happiness of his neighbour 
Charley and his son Bernard, Willy spirals into a well of regret and 
reminiscence. A scathing indictment of the ultimate failure of the 
American Dream.  

All My Sons Arthur Miller 
In Joe and Kate Keller's family garden, an apple tree - a memorial to their 
son Larry, lost in the Second World War - has been torn down by a storm. 
But his loss is not the only part of the family's past they can't put behind 
them 
 

The Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night 

Eugene O’Neill 
Long Day's Journey into Night was written in 1940 but not staged until 
1956, after O'Neill's death. Unashamedly autobiographical, it is, as he puts 
it himself in the dedicatory note, 'a play of old sorrow, written in tears and 
blood', a harrowing attempt to understand himself and his family. 

Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh John Lahr 
This astute, deeply researched biography sheds a light on Tennessee 
Williams's warring family, his guilt, his creative triumphs and failures, his 
sexuality and numerous affairs and his misreported death.  

 
 


