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ORGANISING YOUR FILE 
 
A well organised file is the key to success at A Level. If you keep to these 

guidelines, you’ll have no difficulty in keeping yourself prepared for lessons and 

keeping up with what is expected of you. 

 

Please label your file dividers as follows: 

 

 
A. COURSE INFORMATION / AQA SPECIFICATION 

B. EACH TOPIC NEEDS ITS OWN SUB-SECTION 

 

 

 
I. TOPICS TAUGHT  

 

1. ASPECTS OF FRENCH-SPEAKING SOCIETY: CURRENT TRENDS 

 Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any French-speaking country or countries.  

 

YEAR 1 

A) The changing nature of family (La famille en voie de changement)  

• Grands-parents, parents et enfants – soucis et problèmes  

• Monoparentalité, homoparentalité, familles recomposées  

• La vie de couple – nouvelles tendances  

B) The ‘cyber-society’ (La « cyber-société »)  

• Qui sont les cybernautes ?  

• Comment la technologie facilite la vie quotidienne  

• Quels dangers la « cyber-société » pose-t-elle ? 

C)  The place of voluntary work (Le rôle du bénévolat)  

• Qui sont et que font les bénévoles ?  

• Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour ceux qui sont aidés ? 

 • Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour ceux qui aident ? 

 

 

YEAR 2 

D) Positive features of a diverse society (Les aspects positifs d’une société diverse)  

• L’enrichissement dû à la mixité ethnique  

• Diversité, tolérance et respect  

• Diversité – un apprentissage pour la vie  



E)  Life for the marginalised (Quelle vie pour les marginalisés ? )  

• Qui sont les marginalisés ?  

• Quelle aide pour les marginalisés ?  

• Quelles attitudes envers les marginalisés ?  

F) How criminals are treated (Comment on traite les criminels)  

• Quelles attitudes envers la criminalité ?  

• La prison – échec ou succès ?  

• D’autres sanctions 

 

 

 

 

2. ARTISTIC AND POLITICAL CULTURE  

Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one French-

speaking country.  

 

 

YEAR 1 

ARTISTIC CULTURE IN THE FRENCH-SPEAKING WORLD  

Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any French-speaking country or countries.  

A)  A culture proud of its heritage (Une culture fière de son patrimoine)  

• Le patrimoine sur le plan national, régional et local  

• Comment le patrimoine reflète la culture  

• Le patrimoine et le tourisme  

B) Contemporary francophone music (La musique francophone contemporaine) 

 • La diversité de la musique francophone contemporaine  

• Qui écoute et apprécie cette musique ?  

• Comment sauvegarder cette musique ?  

C) Cinema: the 7th art form (Cinéma : le septième art)  

• Pourquoi le septième art ? 

 • Le cinéma – une passion nationale ?  

• Evolution du cinéma – les grandes lignes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 2 

ASPECTS OF POLITICAL LIFE IN THE FRENCH-SPEAKING WORLD  

Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any French-speaking country or countries.  

A)  Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment (Les ados, le droit de vote et 

l’engagement politique)  

• Pour ou contre le droit de vote ?  

• Les ados et l’engagement politique – motivés ou démotivés ?  

• Quel avenir pour la politique ?  

B) Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?( manifestations, grèves – à qui le pouvoir 

? ) 

• Le pouvoir des syndicats 

 • Manifestations et grèves – sont-elles efficaces ?  

• Attitudes différentes envers ces tensions politiques  

C) Politics and immigration (La politique et l’immigration)  

• Solutions politiques à la question de l’immigration  

• L’immigration et les partis politiques  

• L’engagement politique chez les immigrés 

 

 

3. TWO WORKS: LITERARY TEXTS AND FILMS 

Students must study two of the following (novel and film currently studied in green) 

 

Literary texts: 

• Molière Le Tartuffe  

• Voltaire Candide  

• Guy de Maupassant Boule de Suif et autres contes de la guerre 

 • Albert Camus L’étranger 

 • Françoise Sagan Bonjour tristesse  

• Claire Etcherelli Elise ou la vraie vie  

• Joseph Joffo Un sac de billes  

• Faïza Guène Kiffe kiffe demain  

• Philippe Grimbert Un secret  

• Delphine de Vigan No et moi 

 

Films : 

• Les 400 coups François Truffaut (1959)  

• Au revoir les enfants Louis Malle (1987)  

• La Haine Mathieu Kassovitz (1995)  

• L’auberge espagnole Cédric Klapisch (2002)  

• Un long dimanche de fiançailles Jean-Pierre Jeunet (2004)  

• Entre les murs Laurent Cantet (2008) 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692/subject-content/works#Literary_texts_and_films


 

C. GRAMMAR 

D. SUMMARIES 

 

E. TRANSLATION 

 

F. SPEAKING 

 

G. EXAM PREP/TECHNIQUES 

 

H. VOCABULARY AND USEFUL EXPRESSIONS 

 

YOU WILL BE ASKED TO SHOW YOUR TEACHER YOUR FILE AT THE START OF THE 

COURSE COMPLETE WITH CLEARLY LABELLED DIVIDERS FOR THE ABOVE SUB-

SECTIONS A-H.  

 

MAKE SURE YOU ALSO HAVE CLEARLY LABELLED DIVIDERS FOR EACH OF THE 

TOPICS TAUGHT (WITHIN SECTION B). 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 

• When you are given hand-outs, please ensure that they are filed in the appropriate 

section of your folder. If you miss a lesson for any reason, it is your responsibility to get 

a copy of anything handed out. 

 

• It is essential that you bring your file to every lesson. 

 

 

• It is your responsibility take good care of the textbooks you are given. They must be 

returned to school at the end of the course in the same state that they were given to 

you, so you may wish to cover them. The textbook is: 

 

AQA A-LEVEL FRENCH – HODDER EDUCATION 

 

 

• You will see the Language Assistant once a week. This is a compulsory lesson and if you 

know that you are going to be away you must inform him / her, just as you would inform 

your class teacher. The Language Assistant will tell you if she wants you to bring any 

equipment. 

 

 



• Use your private study time to develop your independent study skills (not just to 

complete homework!). Use online resources for explicit exam practice, or for more 

general information read French newspapers or blogs.  

 

 

 

EXAMINATION 
 

You will sit 3 exam papers at the end of the 2 year course:  

 

PAPER 1 – listening, reading and translation  

 
LISTENING and responding to spoken passages. All questions are in French, to be 

answered with non-verbal responses or in French (30 marks).  

READING and responding to a variety of texts. All questions are in French, to be answered 

with non-verbal responses or in French (50 marks).  

TRANSLATION INTO ENGLISH; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks).  

TRANSLATION INTO FRENCH; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks).  

 

How it's assessed Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 100 marks 50% of A-level  

 

*Listening AND reading - For one question students will need to summarise in French what 

they have understood from the stimulus text they have read/heard and marks will be awarded 

for the quality of French used. Students must write in full sentences and demonstrate 

manipulation of the text. 

 

 

PAPER 2 – 2 essays   

 
One text and one film from the list set in the specification. One question in French on a set 

text from a choice of two questions and one question in French on a set film from a choice of 

two questions. 

 

 How it's assessed Written exam: 2 hours 80 marks in total 20% of A-level 

 

PAPER 3 – speaking  

 
Choice of 2 stimulus cards (5–6 minutes). The student studies the card and 3 questions for 5 

minutes at the start of the test, then answers the questions from the card and more questions 

on the same sub-theme.  (25 marks).  

 

Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of individual research project (35 

marks).  

 

How it's assessed Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 60 marks 

in total 30% of A-level  

 



* Research project - Students may choose a subject linked to one of the themes or sub-themes 

or to one of the works. However, students must not base their research on the same literary 

text or film that they refer to in their written assessment.  

 

** Students are advised on the front of the card to consider during their preparation time two 

questions which arise from the material and to ask the teacher-examiner these questions at an 

appropriate point during the discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT: ENSURE THAT YOU KNOW THE 

FOLLOWING TENSES BEFORE YOU START 

THE A LEVEL COURSE: 
- PRESENT 

- PERFECT 

- IMPERFECT 

- FUTURE 

- CONDITIONAL 

 

IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO SYSTEMATICALLY WORK 

THROUGH THE GRAMMAR SECTION OF: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 



 

REALLY USEFUL FRENCH WEBSITES 

and how to use them best! 

 
TO WORK ON YOUR LISTENING 
You should select a short audio or video clip from the Internet. Play the clip at least three 

times and write a brief summary in French (it needn’t be any longer than 50 words) with a 

vocabulary list of at least 10 words. These could be key words or they could be words that 

are new to you and had to be looked up. 

It is easier to start with short news bulletins. Video clips are ideal as they are easier to 

understand. 

 

Start with shorter clips (1jour1actu link below) and then when you feel ready, you could 

choose a radio programme from the Radio station websites listed below. This will be really 

good preparation for the course as well as improving your French comprehension. 

 

General knowledge videos 

https://www.1jour1actu.com/videos  

 

French News 

www.euronews.net 

Select language ‘français’ and then choose from a wide variety of News videos. 

fr.news.yahoo.com/ 

 

French TV channel websites 

www.tf1.fr 

Choose from the menu for the topic area you are interested in and then browse for video 

clips: 

 

French Radio on-line 

franceinfo.fr  

Select a radio station from the list. 

www.nrj.fr 

Easy listening music radio station for French and English / American pop music. 

www.nrjantillies.com 

French music from the Caribbean 

 

 

French Podcasts 

 

Coffee break French  

 

Journal Français Facile 

 

Slow news in French  

https://www.1jour1actu.com/videos
http://franceinfo.fr/


TO WORK ON YOUR READING 
Select an article which interests you, read it carefully and select at least 10 new pieces of 

vocabulary to look up. The choice of topic area is limitless. The temptation may be to pick 

an article on fashion, but you should avoid doing this every week as they are not so easy to 

understand. It is a good idea to vary the topic area and to choose articles related to the 

syllabus topics so that you encounter a variety of vocabulary. 

 

www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/news 

The articles are archived into topic areas that relate to the syllabus. 

 

 

French daily newspaper. The website gives you access to all of the day’s news articles. 

www.lemonde.fr 

www.lefigaro.fr 

www.leparisien.fr  

French football website with related articles. 

www.francefootball.fr 
 
 

 

 

French Sixth Form Induction Home Learning 
 
1) Complete all exercises from page 206 to 221 (see next 15 pages) 
2) Learn all the verb tables from page 236 to 240 for a test the first 
week in school. 
3) Create a playlist of 10 French songs you like.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/
http://www.leparisien.fr/
http://www.francefootball.fr/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


